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Dear Parish Family, 

The anticipation of cool evenings and falling leaves 

naturally calls one to reflect on the summer that is 

coming to a close.  Summer 2019 saw remarkable 

growth in numerous areas at Church.  We know 

that our annual Greek Fest was a banner year in 

many ways.  But there were even more developments in the last three months! 

Over the summer we welcomed one new Orthodox Christian by Chrismation.  The 

same group of college students that reestablished our flourishing Vacation Church 

School in 2017 committed themselves to instituting a Summer Sunday School 

program.  This class for five through twelve year olds met monthly.  It has led to 

regular, church based fellowship events for this vital age group.  Weekly Sunday 

School was also extended to include a preschool class for children aged three to 

five. 

Over the summer our Feeding and Outreach Ministry was expanded to include the 

months of June and August, as well as plans for future collaborations with our 

neighbors at the “This Generation Connect” center on Electric Avenue.  Most 

importantly, we saw an increase in Liturgical attendance over past summers.  It is 

no wonder that as more of us prioritize gathering for worship and receiving the 

Lord’s Body and Blood year round we see growth in our community. 

In the fall we do not so much resume our ministries and attendance, but rather we 

intensify our efforts.  This is a great time of year to try something new, or recommit 

to something we have done in the past.  Stop by one of our weekly Adult Education 

classes or pop in for Movie Night.  There are many ways to grow in our faith at our 

Church home.  Join us, and bring a friend! 

See you at Church, 

Fr. Dean 



A Note from President and Stewardship 

Chairman Steve Markantone 

The Secret 

Is Out! 

Our parish continues to grow as people either rediscover or become 

introduced to Ypapanti.  From the minute you enter the narthex there is a 

special feeling in our church. With the expanded ministries we have 

provided over the past several years; from the Route 30 project to feeding 

the hungry you cannot help but get the feeling that this church is special; 

and it shows through our growth in stewardship.   

A strong parish provides opportunities for sharing the Good News of Christ, 

for welcoming those that are searching for a spiritual home.  Our goal this 

year was to have 125 pledged stewards; to date we have 122. We are well 

in reach of obtaining our goal.  This growth has allowed us to restart our 

youth group of 5-12 year olds, have a vacation school, and have a church 

picnic where we can all enjoy fellowship. 

But we need to continue to let the secret out in order to keep on growing. 

Invite a friend to church some Sunday and let them enjoy our experience. 

Thanks for what everyone at this church does to make it special! 



September Hope and Joy Outing 

Philoptochos Soup Sale 

Making Dinner for 
FOCUS Pittsburgh 



Pop-Up Food Pantry 
with 412 Food Rescue

Little Lambs at Sunday School 



TRADITIONAL GREEK NEW YEAR’S BREAD 

   Vasilopitas 

  with “Good Fortune” 
  coin for 2020! 

   $9.00 each 

Sponsored by Grecian Odyssey Dancers of Presentation of Christ 
Please place orders by 12/12/19 

Pick up vasilopitas at the Olympia Hall, East Pittsburgh, on Sunday, December 15th or 
22nd, from 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

ORDER FORM 

NAME………………………………………………..PHONE…………………………… 

# of Vasilopitas w/sesame seeds ______ @$9.00 =___________ 

# of Vasilopitas without sesame ______ @$9.00= ____________ 

Total number ordered _____ Total amount enclosed __________ 

Make checks payable to: Grecian Odyssey Dancers, and mail it (or give it to a Grecian 
Odyssey Dancer) with your order to: 

Mary Doreza, 3813 Burnaby Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
412-877-3415

***Please Submit Orders By December 12.*** 
Please circle “pick up” date preference: Dec. 15 or   Dec. 22 









All proceeds go to build Panagia’s new monastery!



and Yia Yia Joan’s Treasures & Flea market 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church Community Center, 123 Gilkeson Road, Mt. Lebanon 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday October 2- 3-4, 2019, ALL DAY  11:30an - 8pm 

featuring Greek favorites including Moussaka, Tiropita, Spanakopita, Pastitsio, Rice Pudding, Soups and more! 

Bake sale featuring delicious Greek pastries, pies, cakes, jams, candies, and a variety of breads. 

Inside seating... so come rain or shine.  Elevator available. 

Hope and Joy Event 
October 13th 

After Sunday School (approximately 12:00 PM) 

Kerber’s Dairy in Irwin (1856 Guffey Road) 

Join us and enjoy a Hayride, Ice Cream, and Pick-Your-Own-Pumpkin! 

The cost for this event is $9.00 per person, kids and adults. 

Hope and Joy targets 5 to 12 year-old children; but, older and younger 

siblings, friends, and family are all encouraged to attend! 



Please join us for 

October 20th 

The fall general assembly meeting and 

festival appreciation meal 



 Let’s Pave The Lot 
Our church continues to grow and prosper due to the people in this parish.   We have 

continued to grow beyond the physical church with our ministries doing what the bible 

teaches.  But we still need to take care of our church where we come together to pray on 

Sunday.  We have been able to create a lot of positive changes to our church recently; but 

we still have one major project that would be great to complete. 

Let’s pave the parking lot!! 

Any contribution is greatly appreciated!!! 

Thank You!!! 

 

 

 

Pave the Lot Contributors 
Demetra Bargas 

Daniel and Paula Borsch 
Mary Doreza 

George and Marguerite Ellis  
Deborah Grysiak 

Ernie and Diane Kampetis 
Joseph and Joan Kenney 

Steve and Stacy Komitopoulos 
Sophie Koutsavlis 

John Sagas and Mary Leinas 
Petros and Gail Mantzouridis 

Annoula Margaros 
Steve and Mindy Markantone 

David and Stephine Neuschwander 
Nick and Tootie Pranis 

Tom and Sandy Rosvanis 
Christina Rushe 
Nancy Russon 

Buddy and Mary ann Sfanos 
Mike and Kay Zanic 

Grecian Odyssey Dancers 
St. Catherine Philoptochos 

YASOU 
Father Dean Kokanos and Presvytera Gabrielle 

 

 

$19,275 

$40,000 

If you can imagine it 
You can achieve it 



Please remember to bring creamer and juice.  Thank you. 
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http://www.ypapanti.net/parish-calendar


Presentation of Christ Greek Orthodox Church 
1672 Electric Avenue, PO Box J, East Pittsburgh, PA 15112 - 412-824-9188 

www.PresentationofChristPgh.org      --------      Follow us on Facebook @PresentationofChrist 
Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, His Eminence Elpidophoros Archbishop
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His Eminence Metropolitan Savas.  The mission of the 
Presentation of Christ is to proclaim with joy the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to teach and spread the Orthodox 

Christian Faith and to be a community devoted to and energized by the love of God and our neighbor. 

Rev. Fr. Constantine Kokanos 
Cell Phone:       412-760-7203
Email:  FatherDeanKokanos@gmail.com 

Sunday Services 
Matins             8:30 AM 
Divine Liturgy         9:30 AM 

Stefanos Giannikas, Chanter 
Filia Arvanitis,           Chanter 
Thomas Rosvanis,    Chanter 

Paraklesis Service    Wednesday at 6:30 PM 
Orthodox Adult Ed   Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

Nancy Philpot,          Admin Assistant 
PresentationOfChristOffice@gmail.com 
Office Phone: 412-824-9188, Fax: 412-824-9740 

Tara Reis     Events Coordinator 
Phone: 412-824-5540 

2019 Parish Council Members 

Steve Markantone      President 724-325-1729  Peter J Anthony 412-596-5348

Stan Prestogeorge Vice 
President 

412-824-5033  Deborah Grysiak 412-371-2465

Tom Rosvanis Vice 
President 

412-373-5057 Ernie Kampetis 412-892-9096

Paula Borsch Treasurer 412-721-1840 Sophie Koutsavlis 412-461-8246

Anastasia Andrews Treasurer 412-398-3194 Petros Mantzouridis 412-780-0201

Sam Koutsavlis Secretary 412-461-3450 Jamie Orfanopoulos 412-244-2264

Richard Voltz 412-798-8177 Tootie Pranis 412-373-1270

Organizations & Committees 

Y.A.S.O.U. Tootie Pranis, Co-President, Mike Orson, Co-President 

Philoptochos Sylvia Graziano, President 

Choir Tom Rosvanis, Director & President 

Organists Marguerite Ellis, Roula Kyros 

Young Professionals Steve and Chris Burns 

Y.A.L. Nick Stupakis, Dean Leventopoulos 

Grecian Odyssey Dancers Mary Doreza, Director, Elias Bardis, President 

Junior Olympian Dancers 
Michelle Kotsagrelos, Director, Jamie Orfanopoulos, Director 
Elias Bardis, Asst. Director, Maria Bardis, Asst. Director 

GAPA Elias Bardis, President 

Book & Icon Store Deborah Grysiak 

mailto:PresentationOfChristOffice@gmail.com



